Spokane REALTORS raise over $42,000 for Housing Advocacy Efforts
From the sounds of the piper’s pipe to the auctioneer’s calling out “sold!” – the RPAC St Paddy’s Celebration has generated $42,500 for state and local advocacy efforts. 
The event attracted 45 of the Spokane area’s most dedicated REALTORS in support of the Realtor Political Action Committee, also known as RPAC. That’s the political arm that supports issues and candidates that benefit housing for our members and our customers.
“You certainly have a need for advocates to stand up for you here in the Spokane region,” said Marion Wadsworth, Chair of the National Association of REALTORS (NAR) Major Investor Council. “There are challenges at the state and local level that concern every Realtor member. We need champions, now more than ever.”
Among the local issues of concern for REALTORS:
· Requiring air conditioning in every rental unit in the City of Spokane - A proposed requirement to add air conditioning to every rental unit bedroom
· Limited Housing Stock in Spokane - last year Spokane issued a record low of 146 residential housing permits
· Growth Management Act - local decisions this year will determine construction for the next 30-years
· Updated Weatherization at the Point of Sale - yes, this is a real thing, already happening in Thurston Co costing owners’ tens of thousands
· Increased B and O on REALTORS - debated every year in the legislature
· Individual Business License Required for all REALTORS - attempted in Spokane, and concerns it may return
· Wildfire Risk Assessment and Score - nearly passed the legislature, would be required by anyone wanting to sell their home
· Unrealized Capital Gains Tax - discussed in the legislature, would apply new tax on the property value gains for homeowners
· Right to Bury – Allows residents to bury their deceased loved ones on their own property. REALTORS and County Auditors are working on disclosure forms
If you are interested in our advocacy efforts, the Spokane REALTOR Governmental Affairs committee meets every third Thursday.



