The Impacts of the New No Pre-Marketing of Real Estate in Washington
Washington State has become among the first states in the nation to ban private real estate listings. The move comes as larger firms were building “private listings networks” that prevented access by all REALTORS.
 The law, Senate Bill 6091 prohibits real estate brokers from marketing properties to exclusive groups of brokers or prospective buyers unless the property is simultaneously marketed to the general public. Listings that could threaten the owner’s health or safety would be exempt from the law’s implementation. Under the new law, each violation is counted as a professional conduct infraction under state professional conduct guidelines, meaning brokers would earn a fine of up to $500 per violation and risk revocation of their license. 
“Private listings make Washington’s housing market less fair for buyers and renters who are already struggling to compete,” said State Sen. Marko Liias, (D). “This bill would ensure buyers and renters can consider all available properties when they’re looking for a place to call home.”  
The law was a hot topic at the Washington REALTOR’s recent Spring Conference, because it essentially changes the way real estate is done in Washington. It would eliminate all pre-marketing activities, even with something so simple as advance listings inside brokerages.
"As we engaged in conversations about the impact of exclusive or private listing networks, we recognized that restricting information to consumers about housing opportunities is contrary to consumer protection,” said Ryan Beckett, president of the Washington Realtors.
The practice of pre-marketing may not make sense from a business standpoint. At least one study from Bright MLS found private listings take longer to sell and don't guarantee more money. While a study in San Francisco found open competition for homes made over $300,000 more than private listings.
The law goes into effect June 11, 2026. Washington REALTORS will be taking the lead in the coming months on making sure brokers understand the impacts of the new law.

